
Lorraine, New York, is a historic town in southern Jefferson County nestled right on the edge of the Tug Hill Plateau. The area is celebrated for its deep shale canyons, dramatic winters, and abundant outdoor recreation. [1, 2, 3, 4]

History of Lorraine
The area was originally known as "Atticus" when it was first surveyed. [1]
Early Settlement (1802): Permanent settlement began in November 1802 when pioneers James McKee and Elijah Fox arrived on foot from the Rome, NY area and built the town’s first log cabin along the State Road. [1]
The Name Changes: The town was officially set off from the town of Mexico in 1804 and initially named Malta. However, because Saratoga County already had a town named Malta, the state legislature officially renamed it Lorraine in 1808. [1]
Industrial Growth: Settlers quickly capitalized on the local waterways, opening the first sawmill and gristmill along Sandy Creek in 1804. Throughout the 19th century, Lorraine thrived as an agricultural and timber hub, famously known for its numerous cheese factories and textile mills. [1, 3]
The Gorges & Landscape: The town is geologically defined by its "Lorraine Shales". Over thousands of years, running water carved deep, massive chasms and gulfs through the soft rock. Historically, these steep gorges made road and bridge building incredibly challenging for early residents. []



Local Attractions & Outdoor Recreation
Lorraine's primary attractions center on its spectacular natural geography and preserved open spaces, offering premier destinations for hiking, winter sports, and sightseeing: [1, 2]
Lorraine Gulf & Gould Corners State Forest: This vast Gould Corners State Forest covers over 2,000 acres. Its southern boundary features the breathtaking, canyon-like Lorraine Gulf, which was carved out of the shale bedrock by South Sandy Creek and offers sweeping scenic vistas. [1]
French Settlement Road Public Conservation Area: Managed by the Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust, this French Settlement Road Conservation Area features rugged trail loops winding through northern hardwood forests, wetlands, and large beaver ponds. It is a prime, non-motorized spot for bird watching, hiking, snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing. [1]
Washington Park: Bordering the state forest, this local park provides an excellent multi-use recreational trail system enjoyed by hikers and nature enthusiasts. [1]
Winona State Forest: Located just along the town's southern border, this massive destination is highly popular for snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, and ATV riding due to the intense lake-effect snowfalls the Tug Hill Plateau receives.
The region's heavy lake-effect snowfalls make snowmobiling a major winter highlight in Lorraine. Here is the added spotlight attraction for riders:
Tug Hill Snowmobile Trail System & Winona Forest: Lorraine serves as a critical northern gateway to the legendary Tug Hill Plateau trail network, which averages over 200 inches of snow annually.
The Trails: Directly bordering the town, Winona State Forest features impeccable multi-use and corridor trails groomed by the Winona Forest Recreation Association.
Statewide Connectivity: These local paths connect riders straight into the massive New York State Corridor trail system, allowing for long-distance travel to neighboring winter hubs like Redfield, Barnes Corners, and Lowville.
Local Clubs: The surrounding trail networks are meticulously maintained by passionate volunteers from local regional clubs, such as the Pulaski-Boylston Snowmobile Club. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6]

The closest major cities and regional hubs near Lorraine, New York, ranked by proximity, include:
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Watertown, NY: 20.5 miles north via I-81 N (approx. 25–30 minutes). Watertown serves as the main commercial and economic hub for the tristate North Country region.
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Syracuse, NY: 57.9 miles south via I-81 S (approx. 55–65 minutes). This is the nearest large metropolitan area, featuring a major airport, universities, and expansive shopping.
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Utica, NY: 65.6 miles southeast via County Route 17 and NY-49 E (approx. 1 hour 20 minutes). This route cuts across the southern edge of the Tug Hill region into the Mohawk Valley.
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